
by JIM DISPIRITO

Fall has arrived and the 
Westlake Recreation 

Department is ready to 

go. Two special events are 
on the calendar, so stop 
on in and register before 
the leaves fall and you are 
left holding the rake!

The annual Fall Fes-
tival & Pumpkin Hunt 
will be held on Saturday, 
Oct. 15, 1-4 p.m., on the 
grounds of the Westlake 
Recreation Center. 

Come for this fun-
filled festival for ages 
nine and younger with 
a pumpkin hunt, face 
painters,  hay rides, 
refreshments and more 

fun and games than you 
can imagine. 

The event is free 
and open to the public, 
however, pre-registration 
for the pumpkin patch 
is required and will be 
accepted until 5:00 p.m. 
on Friday, Oct. 14, or when 
the maximum is reached 
(whichever comes first).
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“Burning in River, Drowning in Plastic,” an 
acrylic work by Laura and Gary Dumm, will be 
among the pieces on display in October.

 » See BAYARTS page 2

 » See PUMPKIN page 2
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Westlake welcomes 
American Greetings

Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough presents a welcoming proclamation to American Greetings chairman 
Morry Weiss at the Sept. 28 grand opening of the company’s Creative Studios world headquarters in 
Crocker Park. See more photos on page 6.

by JESSICA STOCKDALE

Venerated Cleve-
land artists Laura 
and Gary Dumm 

will be showing an exhi-
bition at BAYarts this 
October, titled “Here 
There Be Monsters.” 
Within the series of 
acrylic paintings, film 

villains meet current 
environmental concerns 
for an apt collaboration.

Humans are set up 
to embody the classic 
roles such as Franken-
stein’s monster, the 
Creature (from the Black 
Lagoon) and Dr. Jekyll 
with Mr. Hyde. 

BAYarts displays ‘green’ 
monsters exhibit

Scarecrows, pumpkins 
and spooky creatures 
coming to Westlake

Claire and Anna Farrar create picture 
frames at the Bay Cares Fall Fest. 
The event promoted community 
involvement with 23 civic groups.

Bay Cares Fall Fest highlights civic volunteerism

A family visits the many civic groups at Bay Library on Oct. 1 
during the Observer’s fourth annual Bay Cares Fall Fest.

by DEB YANDALA

The Cleveland Phil-
harmonic Orches-
tra is performing a 

concert of music for Hal-
loween on Sunday, Oct. 9, 
3:00 p.m., in the Westlake 
Performing Arts Center, 
27830 Hilliard Blvd. The 
concert features music 
by Dukas, Mussorgsky, 
Saint-Saens, Berlioz and 
Grieg, with pieces that are 
scary and entertaining. A 
highlight will be music 
from the films “Pirates 
of the Caribbean” and 

“Harry Potter.” 
Orchestra mem-

bers will be dressed in 
costumes and audience 
members are welcome 
to dress up as well. The 
Lake Erie Nature & Sci-
ence Center will join the 
orchestra with a short 
feature about the moon 
and will exhibit owls 
during intermission.

Tickets are $12 for 
adults, $8 for seniors 
and $6 for students 
and may be purchased 
at the door or online at 
clevephil.org. 

Westlake PAC to feature 
music for Halloween
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The last day to register to vote is Oct. 11. Forms 
are available at city halls, libraries and senior 
centers, or online at boe.cuyahogacounty.us.
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by RJ JOHNSON

When I walked in the kitchen, the 
boy was breathing like he was 
practicing for a Lamaze class in 

a 1980s sitcom.
“What’s wrong with him?” I asked my 

wife.
“I tried to warn him,” she said, shak-

ing her head. “But he had to try it.”
“Ice,” gasped the boy. “I need ice.”
Then I saw the problem. We grew 

habanero peppers this summer. My wife 
was using one in the dinner she was 
making. They boy wanted to try a bite. This 
is the same boy who thinks pickled jala-
peño peppers are devilishly hot. Despite 
my wife’s warning he took a bite.

“No,” I said, “you don’t want ice.”
I was too late. He was already putting 

the ice cube in his mouth. It provided a 
moment of relief, then the burn came back 
stronger.

“You want milk,” I said. “Water and ice 
will only make it worse.”

Unfortunately, we were out of milk, so 
the boy poured himself a glass of half and 
half. Half and half is great in coffee, but 
when you’re used to two percent milk, it’s 
a bit thick when you drink it straight. The 
boy took a drink and made a terrible face. 
At least the burn was fading.

I’m not sure why we don’t listen to 

our parents. When I was 16, and had just 
earned my driver’s license, my parents told 
me to drive straight to school and straight 
home. In theory, this was fine. Then came 
reality.

Reality came in the form of a phone 
call from Jennifer. Jennifer was one of the 
most popular girls in my class. I was not 
one of the most popular boys. “It’s too cold 
to walk to school,” she said. “Can you pick 
me up in the morning?”

Forget theory. I went with reality. I 
was going to give Jennifer a ride to school. 
Everyone would see her get out of my 1975 
Chevy four-wheel-drive pickup truck. Life 
was getting good.

“Sure, I guess,” I said, trying to sound 
cool.

The next morning I pulled into Jen-
nifer’s driveway, and she jumped into my 
truck. “Thanks so much,” she said.

I was so excited that I did not notice 
that her driveway was a sheet of ice. Four-
wheel drive will help you go on ice. It will 
not help you stop. I started backing down 
the steep incline of the driveway. When 
I put my foot on the brake, the truck 
actually sped up. I knew this was bad. 
The brake is supposed to make you slow 
down. The truck abruptly stopped slid-
ing with the crunch of my rear bumper 
against the car parked on the opposite 
side of the street. I wished I had listened 
to my parents.

The results of not listening to my par-
ents were not catastrophic. Nothing was 
hurt except my ego. The results of the boy 
not listening to my wife were not too bad 
either. Perhaps it will teach him that we 
really do know what we are talking about. 

Citizens participate 
in writing, editing, 

photographing and delivering this newspaper. 

      The Westlake | Bay Village Observer is a hyperlocal 
community newspaper and website written by,  for 
and about the residents of  Westlake and Bay Village,  
providing perspectives and information about topics and 
events in our community. The mission of the Westlake | 
Bay Village Observer is to inform, involve and energize 
the community through citizen participation of the 800+ 
community volunteers. All Westlake and Bay Village 
residents are invited to participate.
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The destruction being 
wreaked includes genetic engi-
neering, animal extinctions 
caused by compromised habitats, 
and (of course) the monumental 
concern of climate change.

The piece “Frankenstein’s 
Bride” is featured in “Scream of 
the Butterflies,” which won Best 
of Show in BAYarts’ Annual Juried 
Show of 2016. And the Bay Village 
campus is well suited to the envi-
ronmental matters at hand.

Artistic director Karen Pet-
kovic believes the BAYarts campus 
is the perfect location for this exhi-
bition, due to being in the heart 
of the Metroparks. “At BAYarts we 
exist in a beautiful natural setting; 
we are committed to our environ-
ment and the show deals with 
issues that are near and dear to us.”

Furthering her statement, 
Petkovic praised BAYarts for 
being a zero-waste campus as 
aided by the Bay Village Green 
Team. “Our goal is to exist as a 
facility that treads lightly on the 
earth and we make every effort 
to protect the environment that 
we exist in.”

During the Dumms’ opening 
reception on Friday, Oct. 7, 5-9 
p.m., the Rustbelt Monster Col-
lective will be creating a mural 
for BAYarts, which will mark their 
fourth to be displayed on the 
campus. 

 The exhibition will run 
through Oct. 25. 

BAYARTS        
from front page

The Haunted Trick or Treat 
Trail is back and bigger than ever. 
From 7-9 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 
28, participants can walk past 
the trail’s many decorated areas 
and scary scenes. Along the way 
families can trick or treat at vari-
ous stations. 

All family members must be 
registered in order to participate. 
Cost is $3 for Rec Center members 
and $4 for non-members if reg-
istered by Oct. 27. Registration is 
requested in advance, however, 
we will take registrations the 
night of until 8:30 p.m. The cost of 
same-day registrations is $5 for all 
persons. We encourage all partici-
pants to dress up as well and try to 
scare our ghosts and goblins. All 
areas are appropriate for all ages.

Finally, don’t be alarmed if 
you swing by the Westlake Recre-
ation Center and see figures in the 
night guarding the front entrance. 
They are members of our fourth 
annual Scarecrow Contest.  This 
year, 16 entries will try to scare 
you or just make you laugh. These 
scarecrows will be vying for Most 
Creative, Most Original and Most 
Scary. These creatures may also 
find their way to the Haunted 
Trick or Treat Trail so be aware 
of your surroundings and have a 
great fall season! 

PUMPKIN         
from front page

Learning from 
experience

FAMILY OBSERVATIONS

by KAREN DERBY

Bay High students will host a “Light 
the Night” fundraiser at Bay High 
Memorial Stadium on Thursday, 

Oct. 6, at 7:45 p.m. This event is being 
planned to show support and raise funds 
for The Leukemia and Lymphoma Society 
and for families in the Bay Village com-
munity fighting childhood cancer.

“We learned about the ‘Light the 
Night’ event happening at Wade Oval and 
realized that we needed to do something 
to support this cause and let the students 
know that they are not alone,” said Jason 
Martin, principal of Bay High School. “We 
were already holding our annual home-
coming bonfire the Thursday night prior 
to the Society’s walk, so we are having 
our own walk at Bay High Memorial Sta-
dium. Our goal is to raise at least $10,000 
for Light the Night. Our theme is ‘No One 
Fights Alone.’”

The fight for a cure is personal for 
many students with friends at elemen-
tary through high school grades fighting 
cancers. Those students fighting cancer 
will be honored at the Bay High Light the 

Night Walk, which will have participants 
attending a brief ceremony in the stadium, 
walking the luminaria-lined walking path 
to the high school, and ending with the 
lighting of the bonfire. The Bay High band 
will play, and a check will be presented 
with total donations to The Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society.

“I have seen so many student-driven 
fundraisers at Bay High School,” said 
Martin. “While I am not surprised at the 
enthusiasm to help for this cause, I am 
once again simply in awe of our students’ 
compassion and energy when it comes to 
helping others.”

Donations are being accepted at every 
school office in the district, and luminaria 
honoring patients may also be purchased. 
Individuals will be able to participate in 
the Oct. 6 event with a $5 entry fee (or a 
family cap of $20) at the gate. Registra-
tion opens at 6 p.m. and luminaria sales 
will run until 7:30 p.m. Participants will 
gather on the field at 7:45, with the walk 
commencing at 8 p.m. The bonfire will be 
lit at 8:30 p.m.

For more information, contact Bay 
High School at 440-617-7400. 

Bay High students add ‘Light the 
Night’ fundraiser to homecoming

Do you have a good news story 
about Westlake or Bay Village? 
Become an Observer and share it 
with the Westlake/Bay community at:
wbvobserver.com/members.

BECOME AN 
OBSERVER!
JOIN OVER 800 

CITIZEN WRITERS
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© 2016 University Hospitals

 

We’re your community hospital  
with nationally ranked care.

We are St. John. 
We are UH. 

St. John Medical Center, a Catholic hospital, 
is now fully part of University Hospitals. 
And we’re delivering the most advanced care 
right to you, including:

• Nationally recognized cancer, digestive    
 and neurological care.

• Leading-edge surgical specialties including    
 heart, vascular, spine and orthopedic surgery.

• Close-to-home access to UH Rainbow    
 Babies & Children’s care, including 24/7    
 pediatric emergency services.

• A Family Birth Center to support and guide  
 new mothers, from traditional deliveries  
 to natural births. 

Because you’re our community – 
and we’re dedicated to keeping all of us healthy.

Our experts will see you now.
Call 1-844-4-UHSTJOHN for an appointment.

UHStJohn.org 
29000 Center Ridge Road, Westlake, Ohio 44145
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Come join us for our

CANDIDATES FORUM
               

Take this opportunity to meet the candidates, learn more about their 
platforms, and ask questions. Commissioner and House, Judges and Local 

Candidates have been invited.
Open to the public • Light refreshments will be served.

Dates & Times:
Bay Village, 605 Bradley Rd. - Oct. 6 at 12 p.m. in Main Lobby

North Ridgeville, 38600 Center Ridge Rd. - Oct. 11 at 2 p.m. in Assisted Living Dining Room

Fairview, 20770 Lorain Rd. - Oct. 12 at 1 p.m. in South Dining Room

Lakewood, 13900 Detroit Ave. - Oct. 25 at 2 p.m. 
in Assisted Living Building, 4th Floor Community Room

For more information 
call (440) 808-5500 or 
visit ONeillHC.com

by LORILYNN WOLF

The students of St. Paul Lutheran 
School in Westlake took part in 
a special assembly to celebrate 

the school’s new Buddy Bench on 
Thursday, Sept. 29. Materials for the 
Buddy Bench were donated by Thri-
vent Financial and assembled by the 
St. Paul Cub Scouts Pack 279. All stu-
dents attended Connecting for Kids’ 
“Beyond the Bench” training program 
in their classrooms prior to the assem-
bly, led by Dr. Meghan Barlow.

The purpose of the Buddy Bench 
is to foster friendships by providing chil-
dren with a tool to identify those that 
want a peer to play with at recess and 
encourage those already engaged in play 
to invite others to join in the fun.

Although many schools across the 

country have installed a Buddy Bench, 
without the proper training, students 
aren’t sure how to use the bench and it 
soon loses its meaning and becomes just 
another place to sit on the playground. 
But the Connecting for Kids training 
program uses role-play scenarios to 

teach children 
ways they can use the Buddy Bench to 
make connections with peers. Students 
also learn techniques to improve social 
and conflict resolution skills. As part 
of the training, students receive “Be a 
Buddy” bracelets to remind them of the 

important role they each play in making 
others feel welcome and accepted 
during recess.

To date, Connecting for Kids has 
provided its Beyond the Bench Training 
Program to 10 area schools. 

St. Paul Lutheran students celebrate new Buddy Bench

Cub Scouts from Pack 279 who built the Buddy Bench.
St. Paul Lutheran School Buddy Bench.

by LAURIE HENRICHSEN

A very special event was held in 
the Great Room of Ames Family 
Hospice House in Westlake 

recently. It was not just the dedication 
of 10 custom-built rocking chairs. It 
was also a family reunion, a celebra-
tion of life and love, and a way for a 
hospice family to say thank you. The 
rocking chairs were made especially for 
Hospice of the Western Reserve and its 
affiliate, Hospice of Medina County, so 
that babies and young children can be 
comforted, cuddled and rocked.  

The story behind this generous 
donation from the Strongsville-based 
Eleonore Rocks Foundation is truly 
inspiring. In November 2009, Rochelle 
and Dave Friedrich were expecting 
their third child. Sadly, Eleonore died 
only five days after she was born. In the 
family’s own words: “While Eleonore 

was only with us for a short time, she 
left quite an impression and reminded 
us just how precious life is. Eleonore 
Grace rocked our lives in a way that 
words cannot fully express. We estab-
lished this foundation to honor Ele-
onore’s memory and to support other 
families enduring similar heartaches.” 

Dave Friedrich poured his energy 
into starting the Eleonore Rocks Foun-
dation. A fierce athlete who completed 
five Ironman competitions, he enlisted 
the help of many other athletes. Work-
ing together, they helped the Foun-
dation raise more than $450,000 to 
construct and donate more than 600 
custom-built Amish rocking chairs to 
neonatal and pediatric intensive care 
units throughout the country.   

Tragically, Dave developed amyo-
trophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), a dis-
ease that affects nerve cells in the 
brain and the spinal cord. He and 

his family received care and comfort 
from Hospice of the Western Reserve’s 
Westlake Home Care Team. Dave espe-
cially enjoyed music therapy provided 
by the music therapist on his hospice 
care team. He spent his last days at 
Ames Family Hospice House in Feb-
ruary 2016 surrounded by his loving 
family. He was only 45 years old. Soon 
thereafter, Rochelle Friedrich told the 
hospice team members she wanted to 
donate rocking chairs to Hospice of the 
Western Reserve. Rochelle’s father, Bob 
Martin, has taken on some of Dave’s 
work at the Foundation, so he worked 
closely with the nonprofit agency as the 
chairs were constructed.

The rocking chairs were delivered 
this summer. There are four for Ames 
Family Hospice House in Westlake, four 
for David Simpson Hospice House in 
Cleveland and two for the HMC Hos-
pice of Medina County Care Center.

Typically, the Foundation donates 
rocking chairs to hospitals that care for 
infants. However, this donation was 
made to Hospice of the Western Reserve 
in thanks for the hours, smiles and nor-
malcy that the team members brought 
to Dave, his family and his friends. It 
was also made in recognition of the 
palliative and hospice care provided to 
seriously ill infants and young children 
by the agency’s Pediatric Team. 

The chairs were constructed by 
Amish craftsmen in the Fredericks-
berg/Kidron area. “The workmanship is 
second to none, and the design perfect-
ly complements the decor of the hos-
pice houses,” said Bob Phillips-Plona, 
Director of Residential Care. “They are 
exceptionally comfortable, with wide 
arm rests that are scaled perfectly for 
rocking a baby. They are a very welcome 
addition to each of our in-patient care 
units.” 

Westlake hospice receives rocking chairs to comfort families in need  



Join in at www.wbvobserver.com

                                                                                                                    WESTLAKE | BAY VILLAGE OBSERVER • 4 OCTOBER 2016 5

by JEFF BING

It’s hard to believe, but fall is here. 
The Tribe is gearing up (painful-
ly) for the MLB playoffs, training 

camp has begun for the Cavs, and 
the Browns? Well, let’s just say the 
Browns have been every bit as pain-
ful as the Indians, but in a totally dif-
ferent way. So let’s take a peek at all 
three franchises.

Way back in the spring I pre-
dicted a World Series appearance for 
our beloved Tribe. I was absolutely 
certain they had the horses to get us 
to the postseason, and I was correct 
in that regard. Unfortunately, one by 
one, the “horses” – and I’m of course 
referring to our starting pitching – 
started falling by the wayside. First 
Salazar, followed by Carrasco, and 
then the coup de grâce was when the 
guy we couldn’t afford to lose under 
any circumstances, Corey Kluber, 
bit the dust.

I am still in a state of shock at 
the sudden turn of events. As Art 
Carney used to say on “The Honey-
mooners,” “What a revoltin’ devel-
opment.” I concur, because you 
never know when everything will 
fall into place again for us like it did 
for the KC Royals last year. (Look at 
them this year).  However, I haven’t 
given up hope. If one guy – most 
likely Josh Tomlin – can catch fire 
and we somehow manage to get us 

to the second round – we may have 
two of our big three back and then 
they’d be the same team that can 
pitch with anybody else in MLB. But 
in reality, it could be very painful … 
and scary.   

The Cavs are now the king of 
the hill in the NBA. That’s both good 
and bad news. It’s good because 
they won the championship, but as 
everyone in sports knows, it’s very 
hard to get to the top, but it’s even 
harder to stay there. I don’t know if 
the Cavs have the horses to com-
pete with Golden State now that the 
Warriors have added Kevin Durant, 
but it will be fun to find out. The fact 
that the Eastern Conference of the 
NBA doesn’t really have the qual-
ity the West does makes it likely the 
Cavs will make the Finals without 
much trouble, and when you get to 
the Finals, anything – as the Cavs 
proved last year – is possible.

Funny, but I don’t ever recall 
using the “anything is possible” 
phrase with the Browns – at least in 
a positive sense. I will say upfront 
that the Browns have been far more 
competitive than I thought they’d 
be, so kudos to Hue Jackson and the 
staff for that. At the same time, as of 
this writing they were still winless 
with a pretty tough schedule after 
the Redskins game, so there could 
be plenty of pain – as well as scary 
results – before this month is out.

Yes, October looks to be a “lose-
lose” month, and I’m not just talking 
about the Browns on typical con-
secutive weekends. Because, looking 
ahead, the beginning of November 
promises more of the same, with 
the general election eight days after 
Halloween. The Donald or Hillary? 
Someone remind me how the coun-
try painted itself into THAT corner. 

by TARA MCGUINNESS

Teens in grades 5-12 are invited to join 
us at the Bay Village branch library on 
Wednesday, Oct. 12, at 3 p.m. to learn 
some tricks of the trade for ghoul-
ish make-up. Katie Lane, a consultant, 
makeup artist, and actor for haunted 
attractions will show you how to apply 
makeup that’s sure to be a hit for Hal-
loween.

CHILDREN
Caregivers and their children are invit-
ed to enjoy rhymes, songs, fingerplays, 
books and stories together. No registra-
tion is required.

• Mondays (10 a.m.) TODDLER STO-
RYTIME – ages 19-35 months.

• Tuesdays (10 a.m.) TODDLER STO-
RYTIME – ages 19-35 months.

• Tuesdays (6:45 p.m.) FAMILY STO-
RYTIME – for all ages

• Wednesdays (10 a.m.) BABY AND 
ME STORYTIME – ages birth-18 
months

• Thursdays (10 a.m.) PRESCHOOL 
STORYTIME – ages 3-5 (not yet in kin-
dergarten)

• Fridays (10 a.m.) FAMILY STORY-
TIME - for all ages

Saturday, Oct. 8 (11 a.m.) KIDS CAR-
TOON – Grades 3-5: Join a guest artist in 

the graphic design field as you learn how 
to draw cartoons and comic strips, and 
practice drawing your own! Registration 
required.

Thursday, Oct. 13 (7 p.m.) MAD SCI-
ENTISTS: RUBBER BAND POWERED 
RACERS – Grades K- 2: Join us for a hands-
on science program building a rubber 
band racer and testing its abilities.

Saturday, Oct. 15 (10:30 a.m.) SENSO-
RY STORYTIME – Join us for a program 
geared for children who are developmen-
tally at the preschool level and specifically 
designed for children with special needs 
and their families. The program incorpo-
rates a schedule board, double visuals and 
sensory opportunities for participants as 
well as socialization time following the 
program.

Wednesday, Oct. 19 (5:30 p.m.) 
NATIONAL CHEMISTRY WEEK: SOLV-
ING MYSTERIES THROUGH CHEMIS-
TRY – Grades 3-6: Come join us for fun, 
hands on activities that let you get close 
to the action! Be prepared to get in and get 
messy. Led by volunteers from the Ameri-
can Chemical Society. We invite families to 
stay and participate. Registration required.

TEEN
Wednesdays (3 p.m.) TEEN ZONE – 
Grades 5 & up: Chill with something fun 
to do after school – gaming, art, movies, 
experiments and more!

Saturday, Oct. 15 (10 a.m.) ACT/SAT 
PRACTICE TEST – Need to take the SAT or 
ACT? Take a free practice test first! Sylvan 
Learning Center will give you the opportu-
nity to take either test during this workshop. 
Please bring a No. 2 pencil and graphing/
scientific calculator to the exam.

Monday, Oct. 17 (6:30 p.m.) YOUNG 
INNOVATORS: AEROSPACE – Interested 
in learning with NASA scientists? Each 
session we’ll explore a different aspect of 
the interdisciplinary fields in aerospace 
engineering. The NASA-run series will 
involve basic, intermediate and advanced 
skills exploring subjects such as aerody-
namics, orbital mechanics, and structur-
al mechanics through various fun and 
engaging hands-on projects. Students 
will also have the opportunity to learn 
about the basics of astronomy, piloting an 
airplane, and designing a rocket for space 
exploration through computer simula-
tions. Release form signed by parent or 
guardian is required. Participants may 
be recorded and/or surveyed to capture 
program’s effectiveness.

ADULTS
Wednesday, Oct. 5 (7 p.m.) CLEVE-
LAND BEER HISTORY – The 8th Annual 
Cleveland Beer Week is Oct. 14-23. From 
the early 1800s when Cleveland was just 
being established, taverns which also 
served as rooming houses were likely 

brewing their own ales and porters for 
their customers. Today there has been 
renewed interest in craft beer. Join us for a 
presentation of the book “Cleveland Beer: 
History & Revival in the Rust Belt” by 
authors Leslie Basalla and Peter Chake-
rian. Sponsored by the Friends of the Bay 
Village Branch and in collaboration with 
the Bay Village Historical Society.

Friday, Oct. 7 (10 a.m.) BAYARTS 
BOOK DISCUSSION – Join library staff 
for this monthly book discussion on the 
BAYarts campus in the Sullivan Gallery. 
Copies of this month’s title, “Little Bee” 
by Chris Cleave, will be available at the 
library and BAYarts one month prior to 
the discussion.

Thursday, Oct. 27 (7 p.m.) TALES FROM 
THE EERIE SHORE: GHOSTS OF OHIO – 
Join us for an evening of storytelling with 
award-winning authors, ghost hunters and 
para-historians Theresa Argie and Cathi 
Weber – aka The Haunted Housewives. 
Gather ‘round our virtual campfire for true 
tales of ghoulish ghosts and creepy cryptids. 
Ohio’s Heartland is filled with strange crea-
tures, fascinating places and restless spirits. 
It’s a spine-tingling tour of the most inter-
esting paranormal hotspots of the North 
Coast and beyond!

Please register to attend the programs 
online at cuyahogalibrary.org, call us at 
440-871-6392, or stop in to the library 
at 502 Cahoon Road and register with a 
librarian. 

Upcoming programs at Bay Village Library

SPORTING VIEWS

October could 
be downright 
scary by CLINT KEENER

As schools infuse more technology into 
our classrooms, we often hear from 
people who question whether this is 

a good idea.
It is not just the expense that is ques-

tioned, though technology can certainly be 
expensive. People want to know if reliance 
on calculators and spreadsheets reduces 
computational skills in students. They want 
to know if too much screen time hinders 
development of social skills and fine motor 
skills. And they question whether students 
actually learn when they can just do a Google 
search for answers.

As with almost everything, the benefits 
and disadvantages are a matter of degree. 
Technology is a powerful tool to use as part 
of good instruction. It has made education 
much more efficient, and it has also opened 
options that otherwise would not be avail-
able to students and those who teach them.

Students can now visit different places 
on virtual field trips. They can converse 
with others in classrooms around the world 
using video conferencing tools once avail-
able only to corporations. They can dissect 
wide varieties of animals, and even explore 
organs within the human body, in a simu-
lated laboratory. They can view artwork in 
museums around the world before applying 
techniques to their own work, both in tradi-
tional drawing and painting, and in digital 
art creations. They can experiment with 
complex mathematical models that would 
have taken hours of computational time by 
hand while still learning the math concepts 
in a real application.

Our teachers can communicate easily 

with parents and students through email and 
online gradebooks. They can collect opinions 
and survey student comprehension in real 
time as they teach a class. They can quickly 
browse all the world’s knowledge for class-
room resources when creating their lesson 
plans, and they can collaborate with their 
colleagues across the nation.

Our children will need strong technol-
ogy skills in their future workplaces, in higher 
education, and for everyday living. They 
need them now as state testing and college 
entrance exams are administered online. It 
is incumbent upon educators and parents 
to teach children how to use the enormous 
power of technology in the right way.

That is why the Bay Village Schools have 
invested in technology for education. Our 
school board has used bond issue money 
and has earmarked funds coming from the 
casino tax for technology investment. We 
now have a robust wireless network, have 
doubled our bandwidth in the past year, have 
ensured every classroom has an internet-
connected smartboard and projector, and 
have increased classroom sets of Chrome-
books (laptops) significantly.

Most important, our teachers are receiv-
ing a great deal of professional development 
and guidance on how to best use technology 
with their students. Our new technology coor-
dinator conducts ongoing training sessions 
and consultations with teachers. He and our 
technicians constantly train to stay up-to-date 
on changes and opportunities in technology 
education. We also collaborate with our police 
department to show students how to stay safe 
and behave responsibly online.

There is no shortage of traditional 
learning materials such as math manipula-
tives, worksheets, books, person-to-person 
instruction and teamwork in our classrooms. 
But technology cannot be ignored by our 
schools, and we are learning to use it better 
every day to benefit our children.

Clint Keener is superintendent of the 
Bay Village City School District. 

Technology in 
Education

SCHOOL MATTERS
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Westlake Animal Hospital welcomes Dr . Katie Rex  
Dr. Katie Rex hails originally from Youngstown. She received her B.A. from John Carroll, graduating Summa 
Cum Laude in Biology, in 2009. She graduated from OSU (Cum Laude) in 2013 and has been working at 
veterinary hospitals in Pittsburgh , Pa.  and Columbus, Ohio. Dr. Rex and her husband, 3 cats and a standard 
poodle live in Cleveland Heights. She has a strong interest in behavior and internal medicine. Dr. Rex is a 

member of Ohio Veterinary Medical Associati on and of the American Veterinary Medicine Association.

27370 Center Ridge Road  • 440-835-3800 
website: westlakeah.com • email: WestlakeAH@aol.com WESTLAKE ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Business is booming in Westlake
by TAMMY BERTRAND

The West Shore Chamber of Com-
merce recently welcomed several 
new businesses to the city of West-

lake, all offering something new to the 
residents. Our first event was Sept. 22 

at the Holiday Inn Express on Clemens 
Road, with residents and guests enjoy-
ing a lovely grand opening party and 
ribbon cutting. Westlake Mayor Dennis 
Clough, Chamber Executive Director 
John Sobolewski and General Manager 
Cynthia Eckrich joined the hotel owners 

in a champagne toast to the 
new hotel and then officially 
opened the doors. This full-
service hotel offers a variety 
of room sizes, swimming 
pool, exercise area and a full 
breakfast.

The following day, Cryo-
Freeze Health & Recovery, 
located at 25963 Detroit 
Road, held its grand open-
ing and ribbon cutting. 
Westlake’s Director of Public 

Service, Paul Quinn, stepped in for 
Mayor Clough and joined Sobolewski 
and the Cindia family in opening their 
new business. Cryo-Freeze offers cryo-
therapy which is used by most athletic 
teams, professional and collegiate, and 
others to speed the recovery from inju-
ries. People can benefit from the therapy 
by gaining a reduction of inflammation, 
muscle soreness and pain, as well as a 

boost in energy and immunity. All guests 
of the open house received a compli-
mentary trial in the machine.

The world headquarters of Ameri-
can Greetings also held a ribbon cutting 
to officially become part of Crocker Park. 
Stark Enterprise owner Bob Stark joined 
Mayor Clough and American Greeting 
executives to cut the ribbon and open 
the building to the public. 

Meg Sullivan from the West Shore Chamber 
experiences a cryochamber with the help of 
Cryo-Freeze owner Jamie Cindia.

Officials from the city and the Chamber of Commerce joined the owners of 
the Holiday Inn Express for a champagne toast to the hotel’s opening.

WEST SHORE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

American Greetings HQ officially opens

The Bay Village Historical Society 
is now offering plaques to the 
owners of homes in the city that 

are more than 100 years old.
The plaques, made of cast alumi-

num and colored black and gold, are 10 
inches by 14 inches oval, and include 
the words “Bay Village,” “Century 
Home” and the year of construction.

The cost is $125, which includes 
delivery and a one-year membership in 
the Bay Village Historical Society.

For more information call 216-
386-5997. 

Bay Village Historical Society 
offers century home plaques

Cuyahoga Community College 
will host an open house on Sat-
urday, Oct. 15, 10 a.m. to noon, 

at its Westshore Campus, located at 
31001 Clemens Road in Westlake.

The open house provides prospec-
tive students an opportunity to discuss 
academic programs with faculty and 
counselors; learn more about enroll-
ment, financial aid and scholarships; 
explore student services; and tour the 
facilities.

Informational sessions on enroll-
ment and admissions will take place at 
10 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. There will also be 
a presentation on the College’s English as 
a Second Language program at 10:30 a.m.

This free event is open to the 
public, and parking is available. For 
more information or to register, visit 
tri-c.edu/openhouse. 

Tri-C Westshore hosts 
Oct. 15 open house

The “Mission, Vision, Values wall” on the second floor of the Creative Studios highlights the philosophy of American 
Greetings. It is located in the hallway to the employee parking garage, to inspire company associates as they enter 
and leave the building each day.

A juried exhibition of the personal works of AG employees 
is the inaugural show in the ground-floor Gallery W, which is 
open to the public.

LEFT: During the ribbon-cutting ceremony for the new 
American Greetings headquarters in Crocker Park, Mayor 
Dennis Clough presented  the company’s chairman, Morry 
Weiss, with an over-sized greeting card and envelope 
created by Dave Rencehausen and David DiRuggiero from 
the city’s sign shop.
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Westshore
NERDs!

has gone
to the

(Notable Educational Resource Demonstrations)

WESTSHORE CAMPUS  
OPEN HOUSE AND NERDs

Come see for yourself
•  EXPLORE academic options

•  LEARN about the enrollment  
    and financial aid steps

•  TOUR the campus and nursing labs

•  OBSERVE live science and  
    technology demos

Saturday, Oct. 15, 2016
10 a.m. - noon
For more information or to 
register for the open house  
and NERDs, visit  
www.tri-c.edu/openhouse

Westshore Campus  |  31001 Clemens Road  |  Westlake, OH 441145
16-1091

Looking for quality, affordable dental care?
David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc.

General Dentist Providing Family & Cosmetic Services
440-871-8588 

26600 Detroit Rd., Westlake • www.drdavecares.com

Kids, Teens
& Emergencies 

Welcome!

Free...Your Choice! 
Professional Whitening or $50 Gift Certificate 

to Giant eagle with new patient exam and x-rays

www.thiel.edu/visit • 724-589-2345

Thiel College has been a distinguished institution 
of opportunity since its founding in 1866.

Tour campus from any device at www.thiel.edu, then
schedule a campus visit to learn more about
our 60 majors and minors, 25 varsity sports,

and 10:1 student-faculty ratio.

75 College Avenue, Greenville, Pa. 16125

by DAN HIRSCHFELD

Having possessed varying degrees 
of interest in aviation since 
childhood, I was particularly 

drawn to Conda Boyd’s informative 
article in the Sept. 20 issue of the West-
lake | Bay Village Observer titled “WCOG 
mayors host FAA Metroplex project dis-
cussion.”

In her story, Ms. Boyd discusses the 
Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA) 
NextGen Metroplex project and how 
the agency has been seeking input from 
local officials, along with the public, as 
an integral part of the Cleveland-Detroit 
NextGen Metroplex initial design phase.

Utilizing Global Positioning System 
(GPS) satellite technology, the FAA’s Next-
Gen project will bring our nation’s avia-
tion radio-navigation infrastructure into 
the 21st century. While GPS is already 
widely used to assist with aircraft navi-
gation, it is currently being adapted to 
an underlying routing system designed 
around decades-old, ground-based 
radio-navigation technology. NextGen 
promises to take full advantage of GPS 
accuracy and flexibility while at the same 
time offering pilots vastly more informa-
tion regarding their in-flight situation.

Touched upon in the story was the 
potential of the NextGen Metroplex 
design to cause an increase of aircraft 
noise over Westshore cities, including 
Westlake and Bay Village.

Aircraft noise in proximity to air-
ports is a very valid quality-of-life issue 
and it is understandable that public 
officials in potentially affected areas 

would be greatly 
concerned for their 
citizens regarding 
such.

At the risk of 
sounding like a cur-
mudgeon (at which 
I tend to excel), if 
folks think aircraft 
noise is objection-
able now they might 
be reminded of what 
it was like 50-plus 
years ago. I’m old 
enough to remem-
ber, though at the 
time their numbers 
were waning, when 
propeller-driven 
airliners with four 
large radial piston 
engines built into their wings were still 
flying in and out of Hopkins Airport. I 
clearly recall the engines and propellers 
on those planes making lots and lots of 
loud rumbling noise, especially as they 
would climb-out on departure from the 
airfield. In their heyday, radial piston 
powerplants were designed to deliver 
maximum reliable power with not much 
concern for the noise they generated.

The story was very much the same 
for early turbojet-powered aircraft. In 
their earlier stages of development, jet 
engine designers had enough to do in 
coaxing decent levels of thrust from their 
whirring contraptions to leave much 
leeway for noise reduction.

In contrast, for a good number of 
years (I’m thinking since the mid-70s, 

anyway) the FAA, aircraft manufacturers, 
airlines and local officials have increas-
ingly taken the issue of aviation noise 
and its varied solutions seriously.

From my own observation, great 
strides have been realized in making 
aircraft engines and airframes incre-
mentally more quiet over the years, with 
much credit in the endeavor going to 
the personnel at Cleveland’s own NASA 
Glenn Research Center. Since its begin-
ning in 1941 as a National Advisory Com-
mittee for Aeronautics (NACA) facility, 
NASA Glenn has a long history of aircraft 
engine development, very much includ-
ing techniques for noise reduction.

Of course, this doesn’t mean further 
progress in aircraft noise reduction isn’t 
possible and shouldn’t be pursued. 

From NextGen navigation to rumbling engines

This picture shows a “glass cockpit” in a modern 
airliner. The old analog gauges traditionally placed 
in front of pilots are replaced with computerized 
displays. In anticipation of the implementation of 
the NextGen system, airliners are being fitted with 
Automatic Dependent Surveillance - Broadcast 
(ADS-B) equipment, which will add critical 
navigational information to the pilot’s displays.
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The Bay Village Foundation will 
hold the annual Bay Village Her-
itage 5K Run & 1-Mile Walk on 

Saturday, Oct. 22, to benefit the quality 
of life in Bay Village through grants and 
scholarships. The race will start at the 
Community House in Cahoon Memo-
rial Park. Race day registration/packet 
pick-up begins at 7:30 a.m.

The 5K run starts at 9:00 a.m., fol-
lowed by the 1-mile walk at 9:05 a.m. 
Medals are given for the 5K run to the 
top overall male and female finishers, 
top overall male and female masters 
and the top three in 13 age divisions. 
Experienced runners have commented 
that this race has the best prizes in the 
area.

A $20 pre-registration fee can be 
paid online through thebayvillage-
foundation.org or hermescleveland.
com. All mailed pre-registered entries 
must be received by Wednesday, Oct. 
19. Any checks should be made payable 
to: Hermes Sports & Events and mailed 
to Hermes Sports & Events, 2425 West 
11th St., Suite #2,  Cleveland, OH 44113.  

Race day registration is $25. Cool 
Dry Tech shirts will be given to the first 
300 participants, and all participants 
receive a “goodie bag” full of wonder-
ful gifts.

Register by Oct. 12 and be entered 
in a drawing for a gift basket full of gift 
cards and other great prizes! 

Bay Village 
Foundation to host 
annual run Oct. 22



More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com   

8   WESTLAKE | BAY VILLAGE OBSERVER • 4 OCTOBER 2016                                                                       

by LAURA GOLDEN

The TrueNorth 
Chorale is wel-
coming new 

members this fall. This 
auditioned chamber 
choir performs a variety 
of music ranging from 
classical to contempo-
rary. Our three primary 
concerts of the year are 
Christmas, Lent and 
Patriotic with a number 
of community outreach 
concerts as well.

Rehearsals take 
place at Bay Presby-
terian Church, 25415 
Lake Road on Sunday 
evenings from 7:15 to 
9:30 p.m.

The fall repertoire 
will include works by 
Palestrina, Gabrieli, 
Mozart, Haydn and 
Faure. Upcoming con-
cert dates include Nov. 
11, Nov. 19 and Dec. 17. 
Open to high school 
students and above.

To schedule an inter-
view/audition contact 
Director Rick Fortney, 
rfortney@TNCArts.org. 

Choir 
members 
needed

by KAY LAUGHLIN

Because it is the end of the 
tomato season, and I was just 
out at the Nagel Farms stand on 
Detroit Road to get the last of the 
crop, I thought this story by Robert 
H. Mersbach Jr., Bay High School 
Class of 1941, was appropriate. 
Following are his words:

In 1937, the Mersbach family 
moved from Rocky River to 
a house at 444 Bradley Road. 

Kids today only have Easter eggs, 
Christmas and birthday presents to 
look forward to, but the West End 
kids had all those plus the toma-
toes. Most of the survivors of the 
event would probably select the 
tomato fights as the best of the lot.

In the West End neighborhood 
there were as many farm houses 
as suburban homes. Next to the 
Mersbach house a farmer named 
Sam Mingo ran a truck garden 
farm. The fruits, vegetables and 
corn crops he raised were sold to 
the big Cleveland markets. He also 
had a produce stand in front of his 
farmhouse where 10 to 25 cents 
would buy 13 ears of sweet corn 
for local residents.

Sam had a large tomato patch 
of about an acre in size, and when 
he took out all the tomatoes he 

wanted to sell, he’d call Mother 
Mersbach and tell her it was okay 
for the kids to take over. Word 
quickly spread to the rest of the 
neighborhood kids and the fun 
would start. There were only a few 
simple rules. Everyone wore swim 
suits and went barefoot.

First, we picked all the good 
ripe tomatoes, put them in baskets, 
and set them aside. They were free-
bies Sam donated to the families of 
the combatants – sometimes each 
family got nearly a half bushel, 
a real present. Next, sides were 
chosen. There were only a few kids 
in the neighborhood, so the girls 
participated and became quite 
good throwers. My sister, Ginny, 
eventually learned to throw quite 
well with either arm, and this was 
a plus for the team that got her. 
Each team had an even number 
of players, the consequences to a 
short-handed side were awful.

Each team made a 10-12 
foot long fort out of bushel basket 
stacks that Sam left for us. We 
then scoured the patch for rotten 
tomatoes and stored them behind 
the forts. Of course, there were 
still many small marble and ping 
pong ball-sized hard green ones we 
called ‘stingers,’ and everyone was 
forbidden to throw them, regard-

less of provocation.
If you have never thrown 

rotten tomatoes, you can’t begin 
to imagine the havoc they cause 
to not only the one they hit, but 
also to the thrower. Some were so 
soft and rotten, that if you didn’t 
throw them slowly with your fin-
gers together, you splattered not 
only yourself but your nearest team 
member. This taught us the best 
distance between the forts was 
about 20-25 feet. Otherwise, you 
could easily splat your enemy and 
yourself in return.

If we’d all rise up together 
and throw with some accuracy 
at one spot of the enemy fort, 
the combined tomatoes’ weight 
would tumble over that section of 
the fort. One of the rules was you 
couldn’t stand the fort back up. 
This reduced the area of protection 
for the throwers and their tomato 
supplies. Another tactic was use of 
the high trajectory, slow pitched, 
‘mortar shell’ lob. If you practiced 
a bit, you could pitch it high over 
the fort and directly down onto the 
enemy and their piles of ammu-
nition. Of course they could see it 
coming, and in scrambling out of 
the way, allowed your teammates 
to bombard them and got in some 
good squishy hits.

One solid tomato hit on an 
ammunition pile turned much of 
it into a thick, gooey mass of puree 
that was useless and didn’t smell 
good at all. This was a good oppor-
tunity for younger brother Fred 
and me to belt each other with big 

rotten tomatoes without parental 
scolding. At the start of one fight, 
Fred winged me with 2-3 quick, 
hard green stingers, one of which 
nearly took off an ear. After warm 
congratulations by his teammates, 
this sneak tactic was banned for-
ever.

It would sometimes take sev-
eral battles and two or three days 
to use up all the rotten tomatoes. 
After each battle all warriors sub-
mitted to a thorough hosing down 
from head to foot. Before the 
clean-up it was difficult to recog-
nize anyone except by height. Even 
the hair dripped pieces of rotten 
tomatoes. We all smelled bad too, 
because the really rotten tomato 
odor would repel a skunk.

Sam Mingo also had a big 
melon patch. When he gave the 
signal, the warriors gathered to do 
battle again. The rules were basi-
cally the same, except after collect-
ing the melons, we sat down with 
knives and tablespoons, scraped 
off the bad sections, and feasted 
on sweet, juicy melons – gorging 
ourselves for free. If you’ve never 
been hit on the head with a heavy, 
rotten cantaloupe, you simply 
haven’t lived. One good hit could 
literally flatten you if you were off 
balance and could send a fort wall 
tumbling.

Sam Mingo’s farm, originally 
the Peters’ farm, is long gone now. 
In the 1950s, his and other farms 
disappeared to be replaced by 
streets with the names like Pellet, 
Powell, Walmar and Drake. 

SNIPPETS OF BAY VILLAGE HISTORY

The Great Tomato 
Battle of 1937

4 T H  A N N U A L

Saturday, October 8
10am-3:30pm

Shop smart!
Support local business and craftsmanship

OUR SAVIOR
ROCKY RIVER LUTHERAN CHURCH

20300 Hilliard Blvd.
Call 440-331-1773 for more info

CHRISTMAS CRAFTACULARCHRISTMAS CRAFTACULARCHRISTMAS CRAFTACULAR

ATTENTIONCRAFTERS:Limited spacestill available!

WATCH FOR OUR
GREAT GARAGE SALE • OCT. 15

0921_OurSaviorCraftacular2x4_1.indd   1 9/19/2016   12:21:47 PM

by DIANE FRYE

Autumn is officially here, and with 
it comes cooler temperatures, 
football games, snuggly sweat-

ers, apple cider, clambakes, pumpkin 
spiced everything and the dazzling 
color-change of the leaves on our many 
Bay Village trees. But even as we enjoy 
all the pleasures the season brings, we 

can’t help but feel a sense of foreboding 
that all those lovely red, yellow, orange, 
purple and brown leaves will soon be fall-
ing from the sky and piling up in yards 
around town.

Project Leaf to the rescue! For the 
fourth year in a row, Village Project is 
offering to rake leaves for local residents 
and make their fall season a little less 
back-breaking in exchange for donations 

to help the organization continue its work.
Village Project is a non-profit, multi-

generational community program that 
provides nourishing meals and extended 
care and services to our neighbors battling 
cancer who live in Bay Village, Westlake, 
Avon Lake and Rocky River.

Project Leaf will be held on Saturday, 
Oct. 29, from 1-5 p.m. for homes in Bay 
Village only. The rain date will be Sunday, 
Oct. 30. Suggested donations are $50 and 
up, with donations in excess of $50 quali-
fying as tax deductible. Donations will be 
collected by volunteers when the raking 
has been completed. You may register for 
your yard to be included until Oct. 24 at 

www.ourvillageproject.com.
A large event of this kind requires 

many, helpful hands. Are you looking 
to get more involved in the commu-
nity? The Village Project is also seek-
ing volunteers to provide raking and 
other support services for Project Leaf. 
Some ways you can help include being 
part of a team to rake yards of local 
homes, acting as a dispatcher, assisting 
with route mapping, donating food or 
drinks for the volunteers, and making 
reminder calls. To sign up to help with 
this worthwhile project or to get more 
information, please email info@ourvil-
lageproject.com or call 440-348-9401. 

Project Leaf offers many opportunities for 
Bay residents to help local cancer patients

“The generosity of Bay 
Village citizens cannot 
be matched,” said Al 

Paulus in thanking the residents 
of Bay Village for their contribu-
tions to the Play in Bay project. 
The president of The Bay Village 
Foundation announced that the 
project’s fundraising goal was met. 
Because of that generosity, the 
Foundation has now raised over 
$100,000 for the refurbishment of 
the playground. Phases 2 and 3 of 
the project will be completed in 
November. The Foundation plans 
a grand re-opening in the spring. 

The Foundation was also 
involved in two very successful 
activities on Saturday, Sept. 24. 
The Summer Send Off event was 

held at Play in Bay. Mindy Stroh, 
chair of the event, could not have 
been more pleased about the day’s 
activities. “Everyone enjoyed the 
ice cream truck and face painting, 
and a librarian from Bay library did 
crafts and some readings,” Stroh 
said. “It was exhilarating to see 
families who are so excited for the 
renovations for Play in Bay to begin. 
We can’t wait.”  

The Bay Village Foundation 
and the Bay High environmental 
club, Project Earth, also completed 
another successful Waterways 
Clean up Day on Sept. 24. In its 10th 
year, the event has been increased 
to twice a year and hundreds of 
pounds of debris have been cleared 
from the waterways of Bay over that 

time. Students and parent volun-
teers spent a few hours collecting 
trash in several areas of the city, 
using bags and the gloves provided 
by the city, which also hauls away 
the trash collected at the end of the 
day.

This year’s chairs were Bay 
teacher and Project Earth club 
advisor Bridgit McFarland and Bay 
Village Foundation trustee Michael 
Romanchek. They hope to build 
bigger community involvement in 
the future, saying that one of their 
goals is to maximize community 
involvement in support of Project 
Earth. Bay residents are asked to 
mark their calendars and volunteer 
for the next Waterways Clean-up 
Day on May 27. 

Playground project reaches fundraising goal
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BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type 

to stress the importance of a slow 

and steady approach. However, in 

this case, the ability to 

speed-read may prove 

modestly beneficial to 

you. Because the sooner 

you finish, the sooner 

you’ll be reminded of 

the significant value 

in starting to plan for 

retirement early. You 

see, with each tick of the second 

hand, your retirement edges 

closer. Which is why we’ve always 

believed there’s no such thing as 

planning too early. Thanks to the 

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful 

process we’ve employed 

from day one, Raymond 

James advisors have 

helped countless clients 

reach the finish line 

with the necessary 

resources to accomplish 

all the next things they 

wanted to do. It’s time 

to find out what a Raymond 

James financial advisor can do 

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting  
gratuitous, the rooster’s  

commitment to starting early  
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and  
LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY 
Vice President, Investments 

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James 
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390  //  Westlake, OH 44145 
O 440.801.1629  //  C 216.513.0933  //  F 440.801.1636  

www.bentleywealthmanagement.com  //  michael.bentley@raymondjames.com
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27100 Knickerbocker Road, Bay Village   |   (440) 871-3234   |   KnickerbockerApartments.us

 62 & Older
 Pet Friendly
 Efficiencies & 1 Bedrooms
 Senior Transportation Available
 Independent Living
 Resident Activities
 Affordable Shopping Nearby
 On-Site Eliza Jennings Health Clinic

24 Hour Emergency Service     Live-In Manager

Rent Includes: All Utilities & Senior Cable

Cleveland Institute of Art 
Reinberger Gallery
opening reception 
Fri Nov 4, 6:30–8:30pm

Visceral and immediate, the paintings of American  
artist Angela Dufresne and drawings of British-born 
Nicola Tyson confront the risks of walking the line 
between figural and abstract work.

Cleveland Institute of Art 
11610 Euclid Avenue
cia.edu/exhibitions

Living
Dangerously
Angela Dufresne
Nicola Tyson

Nicola Tyson, courtesy the artist and Petzel Gallery

Cleveland Institute of Art
Creativity Matters

by BARB ARMSTRONG

The October meeting for the 
Herb Guild will be held on 
Wednesday, Oct. 12, at Westlake 

Porter Public Library. The meeting 
will begin at 10 a.m. for anyone who 
is interested in joining. There will be a 
presentation starting at 12:30 p.m. on 
the use of essential oils for health and 
wellness. The presenter will be Carrie 
Morrow, an independent product con-
sultant for doTerra Essential Oils. The 
company was founded in 2008 and 

was built on the mission of sharing 
therapeutic-grade essential oils with 
the world. They carry a large line of 
essential oils and products made from 
them.

The Herb Guild is a local organiza-
tion and meets on the second Wednes-
day of the month at Porter Library in 
the Porter Room. New members and 
guests are always welcome. For further 
information on the upcoming meeting, 
call 440-582-0191 or visit theherbguild.
org. You can also find us on Facebook 
under The Herb Guild. 

Learn about essential oils on Oct. 12
THE HERB GUILD

by NATHAN CONOVER

This will be my last article in the 
Observer. Maybe.

Let me back up a bit. I 
moved to Bay Village in July 2004. It 
was the start of Bay Days (the annual 
summer carnival) and, with that, my 
love for this community bloomed. 
Bay is a quaint city with a small town 
feel that I have always been attracted 
to. Bay Days – and the house that we 
moved into – were both positive signs 
that the decision we made to move 
here was right.

My feelings were further confirmed 
in October while taking my daughter 
(then 6 years old) on the Halloween 
Walk through the Bay Village business 
district. There, outside of Walgreens, 
we encountered a woman dressed as a 
parrot that we later learned was Mayor 
Debbie Sutherland. It was such a warm 
welcome.

A few years later, I would find wel-
come from another staple of this fine 
community. The welcome mat even 
reads: “Free to read, Free to write.” It 
was the Westlake | Bay Village Observer. 
It became a place that changed me as 
a writer forever. It gave me an outlet to 
express myself; even challenging me in 
some articles. But, the greatest thing 
for me was that I was writing, it was 
getting published and read, and I was 

receiving feedback. It let me know that 
I could, indeed, write.

If you are putting pen to paper and 
expressing your thoughts, you are a 
writer. But it is such a thrill to see it in 
print; any writer will say so. Thank you 
to the Observer for not only being an 
outlet for me, but to ALL writers. 

Moreover, thank you for provid-
ing the communities of Bay Village 
and Westlake with a quality publica-
tion run by quality people. They have 
helped me with quite a few articles (a 
couple that just didn’t work out) and 
we worked together to develop the 
Observer’s social media platform.

Nearly two years ago, I moved 
from Bay Village to Westlake and I was 
still a part of the Observer community. 
But this spring, the unexpected hap-
pened. I fell in love with a girl from 
Akron and moved in with her. Now I’m 
an Akronite.

And, with that, my time here has 
come to a close. It has been wonderful 
and I will never forget it. Thank you to 
Bay Village and Westlake for being an 
influential part of my life. Maybe I will 
return someday.

I guess that’s where the “maybe” 
comes in. Anything is possible on this 
dizzying roller coaster ride called life. 
Until that’s determined, I plan to keep 
writing. I know my fellow Observers 
will do the same. 

by DH PACE

The Westlake Bay Village chapter 
of the AARP Foundation Tax Aide 
program is seeking volunteers 

to help people with their income taxes 
and tax preparation beginning in Janu-
ary 2017.

The need for volunteers is great 
this year as the program grows to meet 
the increasing needs of this valued and 
valuable neighborhood initiative.

To become a volunteer or learn 
more, visit taxaide.webs.com.

The Tax-Aide program provides 
personal income tax assistance and 

tax form preparation to low- and mod-
erate-income tax payers, with special 
attention to individuals 60 and over. 
During the past 2016 tax season, from 
January through April, the local chapter 
of the AARP Tax Aide program helped 
over 5,000 people with their tax returns 
and related counsel in Districts 10 and 
11, which include locations in Cleve-
land, Brooklyn and the Westshore.

Bay Village and Westlake locations 
include Dwyer Memorial Senior Center, 
Bay Village Library and the Westlake 
Community Services Center.

For more information, email 
DHPace@yahoo.com. 

Tax assistance program seeking 
volunteers for 2017 season

Observer writer pens farewell letter
READER’S OPINION
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by KAREN PETERSON

St. Barnabas Episcopal 
Church in Bay Village is 
hosting a series of work-

shops on reflecting, learning 
and experiencing different ways 
to interact with God. Each pro-
gram will focus on a different 
way to connect. All are welcome.

The next workshop will be 
held Saturday, Oct. 8, 10 a.m.-2 
p.m., titled “Adhering to the 
Holy through Collage.” Collage 
means to paste, stick, connect, 
adhere. This workshop will 
explore several types of collage 
art-making processes. Engage 
in the actions of selecting and 
arranging colors, textures and 
images, then pasting these in 
pleasing ways as a visual vehicle 
for connecting with God. 

You will create personal 
and unique collage works by 
intuitively making visible what 
is within your heart, mind and 
soul, using the simple tools of 
scissors and glue with a variety 
of papers, “bits and pieces” and 
images. Reflective journaling 
and group sharing will be part of 

the total workshop experience. 
Please bring a journal. All art 
supplies provided; feel free to 
bring a favorite pair of scissors. 
Lunch is also included.

A suggested $20 donation 
is appreciated but not required.

Suzanne Halstead, the 
workshop facilitator, is an  artist, 
educator and museum profes-
sional who received a BFA in 
Studio Arts and Art Education 
from Syracuse University and 
an MA in education from Con-
cordia University, with special 
emphasis on the development 
of creativity through the expres-
sive arts for informal learning 
settings. Suzanne is co-author 
and illustrator of “Drawing 
Nearer: Devotional Workbook 
of Creative Prayer” with Wanda 
Schwandt. Suzanne believes 
art-making is like seining (net-
ting) the soul to bring images 
into being. Her call as an artist 
and educator is to encourage, 
enable and empower others to 
find and explore their creative 
self.

Please register by phoning 
the church, 440-871-6200. 

Workshop uses collage 
to connect with God

FAITH & SPIRITUALITY

?

Celebrate Westlake’s history 
with book reading, activities
by WILLIAM KRAUSE

The Westlake Histori-
cal Society is trying 
something new this 

year. Join us at the Recre-
ation Center’s Fall Festival 
on Saturday, Oct. 15, to 
celebrate a piece of West-
lake’s history. We will have 
an area at the Festival which 
will include a coloring con-
test, readings of “The Little 
House” by Virginia Lee 
Burton, photo opportuni-
ties, a display about West-
lake’s own “little house” (the 
Lilly Weston house), and an 
activity for adults too!

Children’s librarians 
from Westlake Porter Public Library will do a 
reading of that classic children’s book at 1:00, 
2:00 and 3:00 p.m. Coloring contest winners 
each hour will receive a copy of the book. For 
those not familiar with the story, it is about a 
little house that is built way out in the country 
during the 1800s. The house and its occupants 
have an idyllic existence until a road leading 
to a big city is improved next to it and the big 
city grows up around it. The house is eventually 
abandoned until a great, great grandchild of the 
original builder buys the house and moves it 

back into the country.
While there are no plans to move the Lilly 

Weston house, it was once abandoned and it 
was saved by a descendant of one of its early 
owners and given to the city. Now we are trying 
to bring new life to the house and make it part 
of the community. Luckily it is right next to the 
Recreation Center and there is enough open 
land around it that it can still have an idyllic 
existence right where it is. A structural analysis 
of the house will soon be underway and we hope 
to have it open for tours by next fall. 

WESTLAKE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

“The Little House” by Virginia Lee Burton will be read 
at the Oct. 15 Fall Festival to celebrate Westlake’s own 
little Lilly Weston House (depicted beneath the book in a 
drawing by M. Kershner).
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Your savings could add up to  
hundreds of dollars when you  
put all your policies together  
under our State Farm® roof.
GET TO A BETTER STATE.™ 
CALL ME TODAY.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,  
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

See just how big your  
savings could be.

Discounts as 
big as a house. 
Or condo.
Or apartment.

1103155.1

Candice Stryker-Irlbacher, Agent
24549 Detroit Road, Suite 1

Westlake, OH  44145
Bus: 440-871-3747

www.candicestryker.com

When your teen gets ready  
to drive, we’re there. They  
learn safe driving and you  
get lower rates.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.

Better 
teen driving,
bigger 
discounts.

Check out our  
Steer Clear® Program.

1001000.1 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, 
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Candice Stryker-Irlbacher, Agent
24549 Detroit Road, Suite 1

Westlake, OH  44145
Bus: 440-871-3747

www.candicestryker.com

See why State Farm® insures 
more drivers than GEICO and 
Progressive combined. Great 
service, plus discounts of up 
to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.

Talk to your 
neighbors, 
then talk 
to me.

1001174.1

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company

State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Candice Stryker-Irlbacher, Agent
24549 Detroit Road
Westlake, OH  44145

Bus: 440-871-3747
candice.stryker-irlbacher.pici@statefarm.com

State Farm, Bloomington, IL0901138.1

Renovate your 
homeowners 
policy.

Great insurance. Low rates.
Remodeling your home can increase its value. Protect it
by taking a new look at your homeowners insurance policy. 
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®  
CALL ME TODAY.

statefarm.com®

Candice Stryker-Irlbacher CLU, Agent
24549 Detroit Road, Suite 1
Westlake, OH  44145
Bus: 440-871-3747
candice@candicestryker.com

Candice Stryker-Irlbacher CLU, Agent
24549 Detroit Road, Suite 1
Westlake, OH 44145
Bus: 440-871-3747
candice@candicestryker.com

Great insurance. Low rates. 
Remodeling your home can increase its 
value. Protect it by taking a new look at your 
homeowners insurance policy.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Renovate 
your
homeowners
policy. 

The Phil Bova Baseball 
Camp, which is held 
on the grounds of the 

Westlake Recreation Center 
and has become a summer 
tradition for many area 
families, recently celebrated 
its 43rd year of teaching the 
proper fundamentals of base-
ball – as well as the principles 
of discipline, dedication, 
responsibility and respect for 
others – to over 200 area boys 
and girls, ranging in age from 
7 to 14 years old.

At the conclusion of the 
five-day camp this summer, 

an awards ceremony was 
held, where founder Phil 
Bova and director Jim 
Delvecchio introduced the 
staff of 36 coaches and coun-
selors to parents, grandpar-
ents, families and friends, 
along with presenting indi-
vidual awards to the camp-
ers and trophies to winners 
in each age group.

Also recognized at the 
ceremony were men and 
women who have supported 
the camp through their vol-
unteerism, camp scholar-
ships and commitment to 

the principles and overall 
success of the camp and its 
participants.

This year’s “Man of the 
Year” awards were given to 
Dr. Steven A. Lamb, a respect-
ed surgeon and resident of 
Bay Village, and John Stipek, 
assistant superintendent for 
the Diocese of Cleveland, 
former principal at St. Berna-
dette’s School and Westlake 
resident. The “Woman of the 
Year” honor was bestowed 
upon Julie Onacila, educator 
and principal at St. Brendan 
School in North Olmsted. 

Westlake camp honors supporters

Phil Bova with Julie Onacila

Dr. Steven Lamb

John Stipek

LET’S TALK TRASH:
• DUMPSTER ON WHEELS
• NO DAMAGE TO YARD  

OR CONCRETE
• FLAT RATE!

• 15 YD CAPACITY

Reserve a trailer at
www.chuckitcontainers.com 

or call Chuck at  
216-441-3333
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Upcoming events at Westlake Porter Public Library
by ELAINE WILLIS

Wednesday, Oct. 5 (1-2:30 
p.m.) CUYAHOGA WEST 
GENEALOGY SOCIETY HELP 
SESSION – Please join the 
genealogy group for an informal 
walk-in help session.

Wednesday, Oct. 5 (6:30-8:30 
p.m.) HORROR FILM CLUB – 
Join us as we explore some of the 
classic films from the genres of 
horror, science fiction and sus-
pense. Children under 13 should 
be accompanied by an adult. 
Please register.

Friday, Oct. 7 (11:30 a.m.) 
CONNECTING FOR KIDS: 
FAMILY DISCUSSION GROUP 
– Join us for a discussion on 
“When is the Worry Too Much?” 
with a local pediatric expert. 
Register at connectingforkids.
org or by phone: 440-250-5563.

Friday, Oct. 7 (4-4:45 p.m.) 
FUN SCIENCE FRIDAY – Join 
Mrs. K as we explore the wonders 
of the world. This month we’ll 
find out what happened to the 
dinosaurs and more. Ages 4-6. 
Please register.

Saturday, Oct. 8 (10 a.m.-4 
p.m.) STAR WARS READS 
DAY – Mark your calendars for 
our 5th Annual Star Wars Reads 
Day! Enjoy intergalactic activi-
ties, crafts and games. You can 
come dressed up as your favor-
ite character. Giveaways and a 
raffle, too! All ages welcome.

Sunday, Oct. 9 (3-4 p.m.) ART 
SMARTS – Explore some works 
of a well-known artist and then 
use what you’ve seen to create 
an art piece of your own! Grades 
3-5. Please register.

Monday, Oct. 10 – COLUMBUS 
DAY: LIBRARY CLOSED FOR 
STAFF TRAINING

Tuesday, Oct. 11 (10 a.m.-
noon) CAREER TRANSITION 
CENTER: FIRST IMPRESSIONS 
– In 5-7 seconds someone forms 
an opinion of you that stays with 
them. Get tips on the things that 
determine how you are per-
ceived and how that perception 
impacts your success.

Tuesday, Oct. 11 (7-8 p.m.) ACT/
SAT TEST PREP SEMINAR – A 
great score on the ACT or PSAT/
SAT can be the difference between 
getting admitted to the school of 
your dreams or not. Be prepared 
to make your college dreams 
come true with this test prep 
seminar. Both students and par-
ents are welcome. Please register.

Tuesday, Oct. 11 (7 p.m.) TUES-
DAY EVENING BOOK DISCUS-
SION – In October we’ll discuss 
“A Tale for the Time Being” by 
Ruth Ozeki.

Wednesday, Oct. 12 (noon-
1:30 p.m.) SPEAKER SERIES 
LUNCH & LEARN – Guest 
speakers join Career Transition 
Center to present informative 
and timely topics for job seekers. 
This month: “Myths and Reali-
ties of Older Workers.” Bring 
your lunch; learn and grow. 
Coffee provided.

Wednesday, Oct. 12 (2-3 p.m.) 
MEDICARE CHECK-UP – Join 
us as an OSHIIP (Ohio Senior 
Health Insurance Information 
Program) community liaison 
provides us with timely informa-
tion regarding Medicare chang-
es, enrollment in a Medicare 
prescription drug plan (Part D) 

and Medicare health plan. Please 
register.

Wednesday, Oct. 12 (7-8 p.m.) 
INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION 
FROM WESTLAKE SCHOOLS 
– Please join us to learn how the 
Westlake Schools are preparing 
kids with the International Bac-
calaureate program.

Thursday, Oct. 13 (7 p.m.) 
NON-FICTION BOOK DISCUS-
SION – The October selection 
is “The Residence: Inside the 
World of the White House” by 
Kate Andersen Brower.

Fridays, Oct. 14 and 28 
(2-4 p.m.) MOVIES AT THE 
LIBRARY! – Join us on Fridays 
for movie matinées! All ages. All 
movies are rated PG. Registra-
tion begins one week before 
each session. Oct. 14: Meet 
Red, Chuck and Bomb, a team 
of unlikely heroes, and finally 
learn why these birds are so 
angry! Oct. 28: In Disney’s live-
action adventure, Mowgli, a 
man-cub raised by a family of 
wolves, embarks on a journey of 
self-discovery when he’s forced 
to abandon the only home he’s 
ever known.

Saturday, Oct. 15 (1-2 p.m.) 
3-D PRINTING ORIENTATION 
– Before you can use the library’s 
new 3D printer, you’ll need to 
take this orientation. Learn 
library policies about using it, 
how to download a 3D-printable 
object, and how to prepare it for 
a great print! Please register.

Saturday, Oct. 15 (2-4 p.m.) 
FOLK MUSIC WITH ANDY 
AND JUDY – Join Andy and Judy 
Daigle for an afternoon of folk 
music and fun. This talented folk 

duo performs regularly at librar-
ies, coffeehouses and concert 
venues, blending popular folk 
covers with their growing list of 
original songs. Please register.

Saturday, Oct. 15 (2-3 p.m.) 
FRANKENTOY – What would 
Frankenstein do? Celebrate Hal-
loween by making your own 
Frankentoy. Engineer a new toy by 
taking toys apart and putting them 
together in a new way. Grades 5-7. 
Registration begins Oct. 8.

Saturday, Oct. 15 (4-5 p.m.) 
FULL STEAM AHEAD – STEAM 
= Science & Technology inter-
preted through Engineering 
& the Arts, all based in Math-
ematical elements. This month: 
“Forensics: Solving Mysteries 
Through Chemistry.” Grades 3-4. 
Registration begins Oct. 8.

Sunday, Oct. 16 (1–3 p.m.) 
ANDROID SKILLS LAB – If you 
need help with basic Android 
skills, stop by the Computer Lab 
with your questions and your 
Android phone or tablet.

Sunday, Oct. 16 (2-3 p.m.) 
AMERICAN GIRL DOLL CLUB 
– Kit, a 9-year-old growing up 
during the Great Depression, 
believes that a can-do attitude 
and good friends are worth 
more than anything money can 
buy. We will discuss the Great 
Depression, play a game and 
make a craft. Ages 6-11. Regis-
tration begins Oct. 9.

Monday, Oct. 17 (7-8:30 
p.m.) INVESTORS’ INTER-
EST GROUP: SOLVING THE 
RETIREMENT INCOME PUZZLE 
– Strategies and vehicles to help 
maintain your income during 
retirement will be discussed. 

Please register.

Monday, Oct. 17 (7-8:30 p.m.) 
MOVIE MAKER MONDAY – Ever 
want to make a movie using 
just your smartphone? Or learn 
about how to create better home 
movies? This series for all ages 
will show you how. This month’s 
session: “Editing and Finishing 
Your Movie.” Please register.

Tuesday, Oct. 18 (10 a.m.-
noon) CAREER TRANSITION 
CENTER: NETWORKING 
EFFECTIVELY – Your network 
helps you gain information 
about industries, trends and new 
career fields to present yourself 
effectively to your next employer. 
Learn how to build and maintain 
business relationships that will 
assist you in your job search and 
your career.

Tuesday, Oct. 18 (2–3 p.m.) 
THE APP REVIEW: PRODUC-
TIVITY APPS – Note taking, 
Office Suites, calendars, to-do 
lists, and more. Come and learn 
about popular productivity apps 
available for your device.

Tuesday, Oct. 18 (7-8:30 p.m.) 
PET GROOMING 101: TIPS AND 
TRICKS FROM A PET STYLIST 
– Expert groomer and pet stylist 
Kayte Whitmer will discuss and 
demonstrate grooming pets. 
Please register.

Tuesday, Oct. 18 (7 p.m.) CON-
NECTING FOR KIDS: FAMILY 
DISCUSSION GROUP – Join 
us for a discussion on “Survival 
Strategies – How to Improve 
Family Functioning” with a local 
pediatric expert. Register at con-
nectingforkids.org or by phone: 
440-250-5563.

To register for any of the pro-
grams, please call 440-871-
2600 or visit westlakelibrary.
evanced.info. 

by JENNIFER HARTZELL

Every second of every day, the 
United States consumes 1,500 
bottles of water. Every second. 

This is happening even though 99.9% of 
us are living with clean, safe tap water. 
The demand for bottled water is manu-
factured by the beverage industry. There 
is no reason any of us needs to pur-
chase bottled water; bottled water costs 
between $0.89/gallon to $8.26/gallon. 
Tap water costs pennies. If you drink the 
recommended eight glasses of water a 
day, it will cost you around $0.50 (yes, 
fifty cents!) a year to do that out of your 
tap. Drinking the same amount of bottled 
water will cost you about $1,400 a year.

More than half of the bottled water 
sold is coming from another city’s tap. 
Pepsi’s Aquafina and Coke’s Dasani 
account for 24% of the market and they 
have admitted they are selling tap water. 
Furthermore, public water is regulated 
by the Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA) which requires multiple daily tests, 
and results are available to the public. 
Bottled water is regulated by the Food 
and Drug Administration (FDA) and 
requires only weekly testing, and results 
are not shared with the public. There is 
no way to know what is in the bottle of 
water you drink.  

Bottled water is also filled with 
chemicals and contaminants; German 
researchers found nearly 25,000 chemi-
cals in one single bottle of water. They 
tested 18 samples that are sold world-
wide; the chemicals they found in the 
water are the ones used to manufacture 
plastic resin (plastic bottles) and are 
known endocrine disruptors.  Effects of 
these chemicals include stunted growth, 
early puberty, premature birth, infertil-
ity and early menopause. Additionally, 
many toxins are found in bottled water 
as well, including phthalates, mold, 
microbes, benzenes and trihalometh-
anes. Researchers at the Environmental 
Working Group found that one bottled 
water brand spurred a 78% increase 
in growth of breast cancer cells. Yikes! 
Children, the elderly, and people with 
compromised immune systems should 
especially not be drinking bottled water.

Bottled water is extremely environ-
mentally un-friendly. Making all of these 

plastic bottles for water uses more than 
17 million barrels of oil and produces 2.5 
million tons of carbon dioxide annually.  
Why use all that oil for water, when we 
can get water for almost free? Further, 
last year the average American used 167 
bottles of water. This adds up to 50 billion 
plastic water bottles being used annu-
ally in the United States. The amount of 
plastic water bottles purchased weekly 
can circle the globe five times. Five times!

As I have mentioned in a previous 
column, when plastic is “recycled,” is 
not actually recycled, it’s “downcycled,” 
which means it is made into something 
less than it was, and will eventually end 
up in our landfills. Only 23% of plastic 
water bottles get recycled. Plastic water 
bottles are one of the top three types of 
litter found on our beaches, shores and 
water ways. Each year, over 500 billion 
bottles end up in waterways worldwide. 
This is not just a United States problem, 
it’s a world problem, but we can start 
reducing the impact today! It’s easy!

What can you do? The best invest-
ment you can make is a water filter. You 
can purchase a pitcher, like a glass Soma 
pitcher or Brita. Also available are filters 
that can be installed on your faucet or 
under your sink. Any of these options will 
save you a lot of money in the long run 

rather than purchasing bottles of water. 
Furthermore, invest in a good refill-

able water bottle. The safest, most eco-
friendly types are made of glass or stainless 
steel. My favorite is the glass Lifefactory 
bottle; I love feeling like I’m drinking out 
of a glass of water anywhere. Theses bottles 
have a protective covering, however they 
can still break if dropped on cement or 
another very hard surface. If you are too 
nervous about that or want to invest in a 
refillable bottle for your children, stain-
less steel is wonderful. Some of my favorite 
brands are Hydro Flask, S’well, and Klean 
Kanteen. Some of these are insulated, 
meaning they will keep your water cold 
for hours, even if left in a hot car.

Remember, even if you’re just one 
person making a change, you are indeed 
making a difference. You can reduce your 
waste and be an example for others! If 
you get into the habit of bringing a water 
bottle out with you when you leave your 
house, you will never be stuck thirsty, 
and you will always be able to refill your 
bottle at a tap anywhere you go. I have 
found that restaurants and coffee shops 
are more than happy to fill water bottles 
for you. The bottom line is that drink-
ing tap water will simultaneously save 
you money, help you live healthier, and 
promote global sustainability! 

THE GREEN REPORT

Time to turn 
on the tap
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Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

620 Dover 
Center Rd.

Open Mon-Fri: 8-6, Sat: 8-5. Closed Sun.

440-871-0899

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

St. James Anglican Catholic Church

Please consult our website for additional information and services
www.saintjamescleveland.com 216-431-3252

Sung Mass 
Sundays 10:30 a.m. 
Catholic Faith in the 
Anglican Tradition

1861 East 55th St. 
at Payne Ave. in 
Cleveland, Ohio

Hot Diggity Dog, inc.
Professional Pet Care Services

“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Personal In-Home 
Pet Care
Busy Work Schedule?
Busy Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable Prices For All Services
• Meals, Walks, Medication
• Plus personal play time and any other  
   special requests
• All in the surroundings of your home

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
440-871-9245 or visit our website
www.hotdiggitydogusa.com A proud member of the Bay Village community

PLEASE PROOFREAD.
 WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2014 WBVO

Luxury Town Cars
& SUVs at Taxi Prices
For All Your Transportation Needs

“We deliver people”

Email: JimsLiveryServiceLLC@gmail.com
Go to: JimsTaxiLimo.com

Call JLS 216-390-5610

Open Spiritual Community • Wedding Ceremonies 
Meditation • Prosperity Principles • Sustainability Practices

23855 Detroit Rd • Westlake • 440-835-0400  
www.UnitySpiritualCenter.com

Services Sundays at 9:00 am & 11:00 am

Unity Spiritual Center
For Your Spiritual Growth

Tuesday, Oct. 4, 3-5 p.m.
Art for Cards Workshop 
Individuals with memory loss and their 
care partners are invited to a card-making 
workshop. Drop in to create the artwork for 
cards and socialize. Please preregister by 
calling 440-414-0434.
26040 Detroit Rd., #3, Westlake 

Thursday, Oct. 6, 6:30-7 p.m.
Pet Blessing
Individual blessings will be given to each 
animal. Giveaways from Landmark and Hot 
Diggity Dog Pet Sitting will be distributed and 
a garden statue of St. Francis will be given 
away.  The event is free and all are welcome.
St. Raphael Church, 525 Dover Center Rd., Bay 
Village

Thursday, Oct. 6, 7-8 p.m.
Westlake Toastmasters Meeting
Find out how Toastmasters can help you 
overcome your fears of speaking, develop 
better speaking and presentation skills, learn 
to think quickly and clearly on your feet, build 
strong leadership and mentoring skills, and 
open doors in your personal and professional 
life. Contact: Mary Anne, 216-374-3205.
Unity Spiritual Center, 23855 Detroit Rd., Westlake

Fridays, Oct. 7 and 14, 2-3:30 p.m.
Creative Connections 
Free arts sessions for individuals with memory 
loss and their care partners. Participate in visual 
art activities, music, storytelling, poetry and 
dance. Pre-register at 440-414-0434, ext. 2.
26040 Detroit Rd., #3, Westlake 

Friday, Oct. 7, 6-7 p.m.
Bay High School PTSA Homecoming 
Cookout
Please join us at our annual cookout 
immediately following the Homecoming 
parade. Look for the Bay High PTSA tent located 
outside of the stadium. The Rocket $5 Meal Deal 
includes hot dog, drink, chips and dessert. Bring 
the whole family and enjoy the celebration. 
Bay High School, 29230 Wolf Rd.

Friday, Oct. 7, 7 p.m.
Draw the Lines, Make the Rules
David Daley, the author of the new book 
"Ratf**ked: The True Story Behind the Secret 
Plan to Steal America's Democracy," explains 
why the gerrymander of 2010 and 2011 was 
different from any in modern political history – 
and what it will take to redraw the lines in Ohio 
and states nationwide.
Westshore Unitarian Universalist Church, 20401 
Hilliard Blvd., Rocky River

Saturday, Oct. 8, 6-9 p.m.
Fall Family Night & Hayrides
Fun for the whole family! Gather everyone up 

and enjoy hands-on fall activities for the kids, 
planetarium programs, live wildlife encounters 
and hayrides for all ages! Hayrides run rain or 
shine. For all ages. Fee: $12/adults, $8/child 
ages 2+; includes dinner. Register in advance, 
440-871-2900.
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center, 28728 Wolf Rd., 
Bay Village

Sunday, Oct. 9, 8 a.m.-noon
Bay Kiwanis Pancake Breakfast
All-you-can-eat pancakes, sausage, orange 
juice, milk and coffee will be served. The price 
is $7 per person and children under 5 are free. 
Proceeds benefit Kiwanis charities including 
Bay High scholarships, youth programs and 
community projects.
Bay Middle School cafeteria, 27725 Wolf Rd.

Sunday, Oct. 9, 2-4 p.m.
West Side Community Sukkot Celebration
Join the west side Jewish community in a 
fun-filled afternoon celebrating Sukkot. Enjoy 
learning how to build a sukkah, plus crafts, 
stories, snacks and fun! As Sukkot celebrates 
the fall harvest, we ask you to bring a box of 
single-serve breakfast items (granola bars, 
crackers, cereal, etc.) to assemble and decorate 
breakfast bags for the Ronald McDonald house.  
Adults and children welcome. RSVP for this 
free event by contacting Danya Shapiro at 
dshapiro@jecc.org, 216-371-0446.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center 
Ridge Rd.

Tuesday, Oct. 11, 11 a.m.
Public Meeting: Dwyer Center Kitchen 
Renovation
A public meeting will be held to discuss the 
proposed conversion of the Dwyer Center 
kitchen into a commercial kitchen that would 
allow serving of hot meals to seniors. The 
city is applying for a municipal grant through 
Cuyahoga County to provide the funds for this 
renovation. Anyone interested in this project is 
invited to attend.
Dwyer Memorial Senior Center, 300 Bryson Lane

Tuesday, Oct. 11, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Monthly meeting of PERI Chapter 91
Guest speaker will be Steve Toth, a trustee 
on the Board of the Ohio Public Employees 
Retirement Service (OPERS). He will talk about 
recent OPERS board decisions that may impact 
public employment retirees. All public sector 
retirees are welcome.
Fairview Park Branch Library, 21255 Lorain Rd.

Tuesday, Oct. 11, 6:30-8 p.m.
Bay Village Green Team Meeting
All are welcome to join a group of volunteers 
working to make Bay Village a more 
sustainable community. 
Bay Village Branch Library, 502 Cahoon Rd.

Wednesday, Oct. 12, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Windows 10 Anniversary Update Problems
NEOPC’s (Northeast Ohio Personal Computers) 
October topic will be Windows 10 Anniversary 
Update problems. There will be several short 
YouTube videos shown on this topic, followed 
by discussion. Windows 10 Anniversary 
Update was to be released by Microsoft on 
Aug. 2, 2016. Early testers of the version found 
a multitude of issues including complete 
computer failure. Refreshments at 6:30, 
followed by the meeting at 7:00. As always, 
this is a free event, open to all. For more 
information, go to neopc.org.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center 
Ridge Rd.

Wednesday, Oct. 12, 6:30 p.m.
Bay Village Master Plan Public Meeting
Residents are encouraged to attend and learn 
more about the city’s master plan process and 
offer input/suggestions.
Bay Village Branch Library, 502 Cahoon Rd.

Thursday, Oct. 13, 12:30-2 p.m.
Stop Falling – Improve Your Balance
Physical therapist Michael Jaworski will 
demonstrate techniques for improving your 
balance and reducing the potential for falling. 
This interactive session is hosted by the Bay 
Village Women’s Club. Free and open to the 
public.
Bay Village Branch Library, 502 Cahoon Rd.

Thursday, Oct. 13, 7:30 p.m.
SkyQuest: Legends of the Night Sky
Join us as we go in depth into what can be 
observed in the sky with the naked eye. 
Explore the stars, their names, their true 
identities and how to find them. Enjoy some 
stories of old and maybe even a spooky tale. 
For preteens through adults. This program is 
followed by a look at what's up in the current 
night sky. Fee: $5/person.
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center, 28728 Wolf Rd., 
Bay Village

Saturday, Oct. 15, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Cleveland Miniaturia Society Show and 
Sale
Artisans, manufacturers and dealers from 
around the county will present their products 
for purchase and enjoyment. This year’s theme 
is “America the Beautiful – Made in the USA.”  
Special guest, Betsy Ross, will be present. 
Admission is $5 adults, $2 children, free under 
5 years. Food will be available for purchase. 
There will also be a raffle for some really nice 
prizes and a silent auction of a room box or doll 
house. Proceeds from the show benefit Wags 
4 Warriors.
Rocky River Civic Center, 21016 Hilliard Blvd.

Saturday, Oct. 15, 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
A Conversation About Domestic Abuse
AAUW will welcome speakers Virginia 
Beckman, executive director of Genesis House 
Domestic Violence Shelter in Lorain, and 
Leslie Gentile, attorney at law who represents 
victims of domestic abuse and will speak about 
domestic abuse and the law. Please join us for 
this interactive discussion. All are welcome. 
Light refreshments will be served.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center 
Ridge Rd.

Saturday, Oct. 15, 7:30 p.m.
Telescope Night
We will begin in the planetarium for an update 
on the sky tonight then head out to see the 
view. In case of inclement weather, viewing will 
be done inside on the planetarium dome. For 
adults and children ages 6+. Fee: $3/person. 
Please register in advance, 440-871-2900.
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center, 28728 Wolf Rd., 
Bay Village

Tuesday, Oct. 18, 7 p.m.
Survival Strategies: How to Improve Family 
Functioning 
Sarah Saunders, MA, LPC, will provide practical 
tips to improve family functioning. She will 
offer fun and helpful ways to make dinnertime 
something you look forward to again and 
will share step-by-step strategies to improve 
nighttime routines. Saunders will also discuss 
ways to manage your child's transitions more 
effectively.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center 
Ridge Rd.

Wednesday, Oct. 19, 6:30-8:45 p.m.
Cuyahoga West Chapter, Ohio 
Genealogical Society
Martha Devotion Huntington DAR chapter 
registrar and Cuyahoga West member Doris 
Gorgas briefly presents: “Cemetery Art and 
Tombstone Preservation," followed by a 
Roundtable Sharing of Cemetery Experiences, 
as time allows. The public is invited. Social time, 
with refreshments, is from 6:30-7:00 p.m. 
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center 
Ridge Rd.

Greenisland 
Irish Restaurant & Pub
Warm, friendly atmosphere
Great food, Irish beer on tap
Open at 11:30am Mon.-Sat.
25517 Eaton Way (off Columbia Rd.)  
Bay Village   •   440-250-9086
Proud to be part of the Bay Village community


